
11 20

I N S P I R AT I ON  &  I N F OR M AT I ON 
F O R  N O R T H  A M E R I C A

INCLUDED

https://vimeo.com/436879320


 ADVENTIST                   0311 / 20

Contents

Adventist Journey

My Journey
I have had times when I pray and God answers me before 
the words leave my mouth. I’ve also had times when I’m 
still praying, year after year, and I see nothing. But I have to 
believe logically—this is where logic and emotion have to 
coincide—because my emotions will not carry me through 
when it appears that He’s not showing up.

Visit vimeo.com/nadadventist/ajheatherthompsonday  
for more of Day’s story.

HEATHER THOMPSON DAY, 
author, speaker, social media missionary; living in Colorado

Feature 
ER Doctor on Treating  
Those Sick and Frightened

04 Interview 
Chosen and Loved

10

NAD Update 
Adventist Youth and Young Adult 
Leaders Join Playbook 2020 Training

08 13

Adventist Journey (ISSN 1557-5519) is the journal of the North American Division of the General Conference of 
Seventh-day Adventists. The Northern Asia-Pacific Division of the General Conference of Seventh-day  
Adventists is the publisher. It is printed monthly by the Pacific Press® Publishing Association. Copyright 
© 2020. Send address changes to your local conference membership clerk. Contact information should be 
available through your local church. 

PRINTED IN THE U.S.A. Vol. 3, No. 11. November 2020. Adventist Journey Publication Board G. Alexander 
Bryant (chair), Kimberly Luste Maran (secretary), Kyoshin Ahn, Curtis Randolph Robinson, Tony Anobile, Paul 
Brantley, Alvin M. Kibble, Arne Nielson, Gordon Pifher, Bonita J. Shields, Kenneth Denslow, Daniel Weber, Julio 
Muñoz, Karnik Doukmetzian, legal advisor Scripture References Unless otherwise noted, all Bible references 
are taken from the The Holy Bible, New International Version. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc. 
Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.

Email: AdventistJourney@nadadventist.org   |   Web site: nadadventist.org

Dear Reader: The publication in your hands represents the collaborative efforts of the 
North American Division and Adventist World magazine, which follows Adventist Journey 
(after page 16). Please enjoy both magazines!

ADVENTIST JOURNEY 

Editor Kimberly Luste Maran 

Senior Editorial Assistant Georgia Damsteegt

Art Direction & Design Types & Symbols

Consultants G. Earl Knight, Mark Johnson, Dave Weigley, 
Maurice Valentine, Gary Thurber, John Freedman, 
Ricardo Graham, Ron C. Smith, Larry Moore

Executive Editor, Adventist World Bill Knott

Co
ve

r 
ph

ot
o 

by
 M

yl
on

 M
ed

le
y

to our YouTube Channels @3ABNVideosSUBSCRIBE

®

(618) 627-4651 | 3ABN.tv

What You Want
           When You Want

®Watch On Demand

Over 3,000 videos on 

Perspective 
A Wake-up Call

https://vimeo.com/436879320


 ADVENTIST                   0511 / 20

F E A T U R E F E A T U R E

What type of presence does your 
clinic have in its community?

The clinic is called Moore Life—
Urgent Care: Gallatin. The city of 
Gallatin is a suburb of Nashville. 
We’ve been recognized as the 
best urgent care for our county 
every year for the past four years. 
We just celebrated the clinic’s 
fourth birthday last month. We 
now offer telehealth visits for our 
patients as well.

What’s your professional  
background?

Prior to starting my clinic, I was 
chief of emergency medicine for 
Nashville General Hospital for 15 
years; however, I worked there for a 
total of 20 years. I still do rotations 
at Nashville General.

Before living in Nashville, I was 
assistant chief and medical direc-

In mid-April people began ventur-
ing out and getting tested. The num-
ber of patients began to mushroom. 
We started seeing high amounts of 
COVID-19-positive patients.

Patients who may go to the hos-
pital because they have symptoms 
are often turned away if they don’t 
need to go on a ventilator. Those 
are the patients —and others who 
are sick for reasons aside from the 
coronavirus—we’re staying open 
for, especially because many prima-
ry-care practices closed or reduced 
their hours. We want to be a beacon 
of hope for our community.

Tell me about your telehealth 
operation, and how you’re able 
to sustain operating a clinic 
that is both physical and virtual.

We are seeing an increase in 
our telehealth business. I have 
five health-care providers at the 
clinic. Three of them are able to 
operate the telehealth system. I 
serve as a backup.

A lot of patients have been fear-
ful of coming into an environment 
in which they may be exposed to 
the virus. Some telehealth patients 
are converted to regular visits 
because they may need injections 
or other evaluations. They don’t 
get charged for two visits, only one 
visit if they come in.

For those that need to come to 
the clinic, they have the option to 
stay in their cars, where we can give 
allergy injections, conduct evalua-
tions, or perform other treatments.

Has anything stood out to you 
with the telehealth visits? Some-
thing you hadn’t quite expected?

We’re seeing a lot of emotion-
al issues. People are frightened. 

Some have even cried. We’ve been 
able to comfort them.

Are you able to refer  
those patients?

There are 10 medical profession-
als in my family. We’re working 
to build a telehealth network to 
utilize all our expertise. One of my 
relatives is a psychiatrist. We also 
have two dermatologists, one ra-
diologist, and an executive medical 
director of AdventHealth hospice 
care. We’re hoping to have the 
network set up soon. We’ll be able 
to refer patients that way.

What have you encountered as 
you carry out your rotation in 
between local hospitals?

Last Thursday [sic], while working 
at a local hospital emergency depart-

ment, I had one of the worst days I’ve 
ever experienced in my career. I was 
afraid for my life and almost wanted 
to leave emergency medicine.

It was the first time I worked 
at that particular hospital in four 
months. I had to bring some of my 
own PPE.* The hospital is located 
in a densely populated suburb 
of Nashville. That particular day 
it was very busy with COVID-19 
patients coming in.

There are a lot of things you 
have to be constantly mindful of at 
a rapid pace. Going from room to 
room and changing PPE in between 
is physically tiring and stressful. 
In the middle of it all you start to 
wonder, Am I rushing? Did I forget to 
put things on completely?

I remember thinking, You’re 
getting too old for this.

Treating Those 
SICK AND 
FRIGHTENED
Perspective of an emergency medicine 
doctor and urgent care clinic owner

Mylon Medley, assistant director of the North American 
Division communication department, spoke to Wayne 
Moore, an emergency medicine physician based in 

metropolitan Nashville, Tennessee. He discussed his decades of 
experience in the field, including a recent rotation in a hospital 
that was inundated with COVID-19 cases.

tor for the Washington, D.C., Fire  
and EMS Department, where I 
received specialized training in 
countering bioterrorism.

My family and I moved to Ten-
nessee in 2003, and I became the 
state’s medical director for bioter-
rorism. In 2005 we put together a 
system called the Hospital Resourc-
es Tracking System. It allowed 
hospitals to be able to track sup-
plies of other hospital networks 
throughout the state in the event 
there was an unexpected shortage 
of resources in a particular area. It 
was the first time such a program 
had been implemented in the state. 
The system was created in response 
to a federal grant that was avail-
able at the time to assist states in 
preparing for medical emergencies. 
We gleaned from models used in 
Mississippi and North Carolina. 

Emergency medical officials from 
both states said, “If you borrow you 
have to share it for free.” And that’s 
what we did.

Let’s talk about your ur-
gent-care clinic. Have you seen 
a surge of patients? What was 
it like before coronavirus?

We own the entire building that 
our clinic is located in. We are 
starting to expand to include a 
primary-care clinic, and orthopedic 
and physical therapy practices.

We were seeing a record number 
of patients. Our census volume was 
shooting through the roof. When 
news of COVID-19 took off, which 
was around the time of our clin-
ic’s birthday, our census suddenly 
tanked. Hardly anyone came, be-
cause of the heightened awareness 
of social distancing.

Wayne Moore stands with relatives who 
are also medical professionals. Moore 
says there are 10 doctors in their family.
Courtesy of Wayne Moore 

 Wayne Moore, an emergency medicine physician, wears a mask as he prepares for work. 
He says he has been able to navigate the challenges presented by COVID-19 through the 
prayers and support of family and friends. Courtesy of Wayne Moore
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I admitted a lot to patients to 
the ICU that day. No one passed 
away. I’m not aware of their current 
status at this time.

What does your family think  
of all the time you’re spending 
on the literal front lines  
of the virus in hospital  
emergency departments?

I’ve survived thanks to the 
prayers and support of my family 
and friends.

My wife is very fearful. She makes 
sure I change out of my clothes, and 
immediately take a shower before I 
get settled in the house.

Our concerns also extend to our 
youngest daughter, who is also a 
physician. Some of her attendants 
were infected in the hospital where 
she works. She was placed on quar-
antine as a result, but thankfully 
she did not contract the virus.

My oldest daughter, who is also a 
physician preparing for her resi-
dency in psychiatry, works in the 
clinic. We’re all on the front lines. 
We want to help people. Our desire 
to help our fellow brothers and 
sisters outweighs our fears.

Join authors from around the world as they 
share their own passion for a particular Bible 
doctrine. As they spell out their personal faith, 
you may be challenged to examine your own 
spiritual journey.

As you read these engaging chapters about the 
Seventh-day Adventist fundamental beliefs, 
you will discover not only spiritual nourish-
ment, encouragement, and truth but also 
the joy of spending time with God’s personal 
message for humanity.

Our Fundamental 
Beliefs Explained

AdventistBookCenter.com/28ways

GERALD A. KLINGBEIL

©2020 Pacific Press® Publishing Association  
Please contact your ABC for pricing in Canada. 
2055901051

Would you say a different side of 
your faith has been activated?

This has hit me personally.
One day I found out someone 

who attended Oakwood University 
around the same time as me and had 
become a mentor when I worked 
in Washington, D.C., had died from 
COVID-19. A few hours later I attend-
ed a social distancing funeral via vid-
eo conferencing. Then that afternoon 
I participated in an online panel 
discussion about COVID-19 with a 
minister who recovered from the 
virus and other Adventist doctors.

All of those things hit me that 
day. That shook me up.

Later that evening I attended a 
weekly Friday night Bible study. 
We’ve been studying the book of 
Revelation and what will happen in 
the last days before Jesus’ return.

I’m a PK (pastor’s kid). My dad 
loved holding Revelation seminars 
all around the country. I didn’t under-
stand Revelation when I was young-
er, and I didn’t try to. But now I see its 
relevance for the present day.

You mentioned the network 
you and your relatives are 
working to launch. What 
sparked the legacy of medical 
service for your family?

It started with my dad, Earl 
Moore, who passed away two 
years ago at the age of 93. He was 
a minister and a big believer in 
public health. For us, integrating 
spirituality with the health mes-
sage started with him.

He majored in theology at 
Oakwood and minored in nursing. 
While I was in high school, he 
got a master’s degree in public 
health from Loma Linda Universi-

ty. He was really involved in civil 
rights and social justice issues 
in communities of color. He was 
proactive with disaster response 
medicine in the 1960s. He’d take a 
medical van to areas in the south 
that were affected by tornadoes 
and hurricanes.

One of my dad’s most notable 
efforts was providing medical 
assistance to the participants of the 
Poor People’s March that was con-
ceived by Martin Luther King, Jr., 
in 1968. He rode his van alongside 
the marchers and offered care as 
needed. The van accompanied the 
group from Tennessee all the way 
to Washington, D.C.

What keeps you going?
This is the time for health-care 

heroes to step up to the plate. But 
most important, what keeps me 
going is having faith that God is go-
ing to protect me while trying to do 
the right thing by helping others. 
I must have faith to keep on doing 
what God has led me to do.
*personal protective equipment

 Wayne Moore poses with his wife, Dora; his father, Earl; and his brother, Eric. Earl 
championed the integration of spirituality and the health message throughout his life. 
He was a minister and a public health professional who performed disaster response in 
communities of color affected by tornadoes and hurricanes. Courtesy of Wayne Moore

“What keeps
me going is 
having faith that 
God is going to 
protect me while 
trying to do the 
right thing by 
helping others.”
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ADVENTIST YOUTH AND 
YOUNG ADULT LEADERS JOIN 
DIVISION-WIDE VIRTUAL 
TRAINING AT PLAYBOOK 2020

Going Virtual
Tracks that did not end with the 

four workshop sessions of the con-
vention continued in virtual postcon-
vention cohorts on September 13 and 
27 and October 11 and 25. Those who 
registered for OneTeam Playbook 
were able to attend these sessions. 
Plans are under way to make all work-
shops available online.

“This has been an incredible 
experience. And for us, also a 
learning experience,” Wood said 
as he shared a look behind the 
scenes  “We needed a secure 
website, where we could plug in 
Zoom links to the backside of the 
website. This provides direct access 
to Zoom rooms for our breakout 
sessions. The general sessions were 
prerecorded presentations by our 
guest speakers with us department 
directors as moderators.”

Wood said that they were able to 
integrate the AdventSource regis-
tration process, which provided the 
e-mail addresses for all registrants 
and made it possible to create a 
passcode for each e-mail, offering 
a secure log-in process. The event 
website was designed to be a virtual 
convention center with features that 
could develop a community expe-
rience. Workshop materials were 
available to all logged-in registrants.

“This virtual convention center 
will definitely change the way we 
provide ministry training to our 
field,” added Wood. “Many were 
able to attend who could never 
have made the travel to a physical 
in-person training event. Now we 
can reach people in remote areas 
who, prior to this virtual option, 
could never have attended. We are 
so excited about the future possi-
bilities and the potential for serving 
and supporting our leaders.”

Kimberly Luste Maran is an associ-
ate director of the North American 
Division’s Office of Communication.

More than 2,200 Adventist youth and young adult ministry 
leaders from across North America spent much of their 
Labor Day weekend attending the three-day North Amer-
ican Division (NAD) Youth and Young Adult Ministries 

OneTeam Playbook 2020 Leaders Convention. OneTeam Playbook was 
created for union conference and conference youth and young adult min-
istries directors, coordinators, pastors, and local church leaders. Young 
adults who are leaders or aspiring leaders in their church or school/uni-
versity were also encouraged to attend.

Billed as a “virtual gathering for youth and young adult ministry 
networking and leader training,” the event also provided certification 
training and general youth and young adult workshops through 17 dif-
ferent tracks, eight sessions each, focused around four emphases: club 
ministries, youth ministries, young adult ministries, and continuing 
education. More than 100 leaders presented workshops as well as wor-
ship experiences during two full afternoons/evenings on September 
3-4. The event culminated on September 5, with #OneTeam worship, a 
special Legacy of Leadership program, and a closing session with main 
speaker G. Alexander Bryant, NAD president.

The event featured a combination of live presentations and pre-
recorded workshops with presenter(s), host, and moderator. Several 
workshops functioned as panel lectures with some questions incorpo-
rated from Zoom viewers. Only those registered for the event were able 
to log in and participate.

had a part in this conference! I have 
worked with Sabbath School, Path-
finders, and have been working with 
Adventurers now for the past 10 
years. At times I have felt tired and 
wondered if I still have what it takes. 
I am so glad that I decided to attend. 
The presentations and the meetings 
were inspiring and helped me realize 
that I want to do whatever the Lord 
has for me to do in His ministry until 
He calls me off the field.”

Being Current and Connected
While the workshop tracks fo-

cused on training in club ministries 
(Adventurers, Pathfinders, Master 
Guide, and coordinator ministry); 
Youth IGNITE, Youth Engage, and 
youth and young adult leadership 
development and certification; and 
presenter and teaching skills train-
ing, these sessions were also oppor-
tunities for deeper dives on current 
topics and issues facing the church—
and society—in North America.

Allen was happy to help give an 
overview of her panel’s topics of 
specialized youth ministry, cultural 
and social trends. “Each of those 
topics is at least a workshop in 
itself, if not more, but it was good to 
share some of the basics,” she said. 
“Our panel discussion centered on 
how  we can support young women 
in leadership. A lot of time youth 
positions are run by women in the 
church. We also talked about how 

we can encourage interested female 
teens to get engaged in leadership 
in our church. . . . So many times we 
think of ministry from the stand-
point of pastoral ministry and pas-
toral leadership. We [talked about] 
how we can get people to be OK 
with the fact that even if you are not 
a pastor you are serving the church 
in some way that that is ministry.”

She continued, “Out of that we pro-
ceeded to talk about mental health 
among our youth and teens right 
now. How has COVID-19 impacted 
their mental health? Then out of that 
we began talking about the social 
racial unrest and how there’s been lot 
of the racial tension and the protests 
and things that have been happen-
ing, such as police brutality, how that 
has impacted our teens.”

Daniel Ortega, youth ministry/
communication director for the 
Oklahoma Conference, hosted a total 
of four workshops on coordinator 
ministry for the OneTeam Playbook 
convention. In that role he facilitated 
the presenters. Even though he is 
a trained youth ministry leader, he 
said he learned too—information he 
plans to take back with him when 
his conference hosts a similar but 
smaller version of the event. “We are 
going to do child protection as one 
of our trainings, especially for those 
who weren’t able to sign up and go 
to this one,” he shared. “I picked up 
on some resources that I didn’t know 
about and will be able to share these 
in my conference.”

Ortega said that while he missed 
the face-to-face networking of an 
in-person convention, he appreciat-
ed the efforts made to have virtual 
group “hallways,” where partici-
pants could chat and meet new 
people. Although online, the event 
allowed youth leaders the oppor-
tunity to connect. “This event, and 
others like it, help keep our people 
in the loop in terms of training and 
guidance and leadership,” he said.

“We had scheduled the NAD OneTeam 
Playbook 2020 Leaders Convention to be 
an in-person event at the Albuquerque, 
New Mexico, convention center,” said 
Tracy Wood, NAD youth and young adult 
ministries director. Planning for this 
multitiered training event started several 
years ago, but those plans were curtailed 
when the COVID-19 pandemic struck.

“In April it appeared that an in-person 
event was not going to happen. That’s 
when our youth department staff team 
decided that we would need to shift to a 
virtual event,” Wood said. 

Claudia Allen, online content manager 
for Message magazine, thought the event 
was inspiring. Allen, who participated in 
“principles of specialized youth ministry, 
cultural and social trends,” a panel with 
three other leaders, said, “This is huge. 
Something like 120 presenters and more 
than 2,000 attendees—I feel that the NAD 
was so well represented. You had people 
from every state. The [NAD youth ministry 
department] was able to really diversify 
the voices and move so many more people 
because it was on a virtual platform.”

Attendee Lori Knutson shared appre-
ciation for the Zoom-based convention 
in a chat, saying, “Thank you to all who 

BY KIMBERLY LUSTE MARAN

 NAD OneTeam Playbook 2020 hosts Vandeon Griffin, associate director (left); Tracy Wood, director;  
and Armando Miranda, associate director; social distant while on camera. All photos by Dan Weber

 On September 5, 2020, G. Alexander 
Bryant, North American Division president, 
speaks during the closing session of the 
NAD OneTeam Playbook convention.
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CHOSEN 
AND LOVED

For almost 30 years Chauncey Smith has served as a producer and 
talent coordinator of Faith For Today’s Lifestyle Magazine televi-
sion broadcast. Smith started working with the TV show General 
Hospital and has maintained friendships with many in Hollywood, 

which in itself is an amazing story. The focus of this interview, however, 
is to talk about adoption and his book So That’s Who I Am, which chroni-
cles the story of Smith finding his biological family.

Kimberly Luste Maran: Why did you write this book, and why 
did you write it in third person?

Chauncey Smith: We found that there weren’t a lot of books out there 
on adoption. We did some research and found this was the best way to tell 
the story because it’s not just about adoption, it’s about blended families. 
If you come from a blended family, or you’re adopted, it’s not your choice. 
Decisions were made for you. In a lot of blended families there’s a death or 
there’s a broken marriage or there’s something that those involved are put 
into. I wrote the book to help both the adopted person and their families.

We chose third person for several reasons. First, this book is not just 
about me—it’s about the family. That’s why we used the “Two Families, 
One Story” tagline. It was important that my sisters wrote a chapter; and 
both my moms wrote a chapter about their feelings and experiences. Also, 
there is a chapter about how to find your biological family if you’re adopt-
ed, including the do’s and the don’ts. And because I am Adventist, I wanted 
to tell about the love of Jesus but not push the love of Jesus on people.

What about writing in a nonchronological way?
We chose this approach with flashbacks because we felt that it told 

the story better. It helps people understand what you’re going through 
at the time you’re going through it.

This book has been available for a few years. How has  
it been received?

So far, so good! We have found that people are discovering they’re 
not alone. A lot of people love the chapters that each mom wrote, be-
cause, in adoption, there’s always a mom who gave away a child and a 
mom who took a child. To understand what they were going through at 
that time and to see that they each were a part of the story makes this 
book different—and also helpful.

The other chapter readers have said 
they like is the one outlining the do’s and 
the don’ts of searching for biological par-
ents. Everyone has a right to their privacy, 
but a person also has a right medically, 
mentally, and physically to find out about 
themselves. A person has to try to find 
that balance between privacy and a right 
to know where they came from. There are 
right and wrong ways to go about it.

You were able to find a “happy 
ending,” but that doesn’t always 
happen. And the process itself can 
be discouraging.

It is an absolute roller coaster ride 
filled with emotions that you sometimes 
can’t describe.

We know what it feels like to attend 
a wedding, a funeral, or a graduation. 
We’re used to those kind of emotions. 
But to find someone who you look like 
and sound like and have the same man-
nerisms—you miss those things when 
you’re adopted. Why do I like bananas 
with hot sauce—or something weird like 
this—you wonder, Is there someone else 
out there who likes the same things?

My parents told us (my sister and me) 
that we were adopted. They adopted me; 
years later they adopted my sister; then 

I N T E R V I E W I N T E R V I E W

years later they had my brother. 
They believed that my sister and 
I might feel there were parts of 
our puzzle missing so they always 
encouraged us, saying they would 
help us find our biological families. 
I never thought I needed to since 
I was very happy and content. It 
wasn’t until adulthood, when a 
friend of mine started digging, that 
I realized I did have issues that I’d 
buried, put out of my mind, and 
that I actually did need to know.

I started to realize all the times 
growing up where someone would 
say, “Oh, you look like your dad,” 
or “How much you looked like my 
mom,” and that, well, I actually 
didn’t. I couldn’t. Growing up, I 
didn’t think much of it. Then when 
they had my brother, their bio-
logical child, every time someone 
would say how much my brother 
was like my dad, my sister and I 
would try to ignore it.

What did the roller coaster 
ride, and ultimate relationship 
building, mean for you?

Once I reached out to my “bio 
mom,” and she had time to pro-
cess things, the relationship grew. 
My parents called my mom’s four 
daughters, my sisters, their North 
Carolina daughters. And those kids 
called my parents their California 

An adopted son shares his story during 
National Adoption Month.

parents. A relationship really grew. 
God brought us all together. You 
could see His handprint all over 
this entire journey.

But the very first thing I inherited 
was abandonment, because here’s 
this young woman who gave birth 
to me, but never touched me. Never 
held me. Never looked at me. She 
says she didn’t because she knew if 
she did, she couldn’t give me away. 
But eventually God brought us to-
gether, and I feel whole, accepted.

One of the strongest things that 
the Lord did for me occurred when 
I was on the plane going to see my 
biological mom for the first time. 
We landed, and I was a nervous 
wreck. The young woman next to 
me kept wondering, What is going 
on? I told her the story. She started 
crying. People around us started 
crying. She had a video camera and 
taped me—I wanted to get every-
thing I possibly could on film. I 
stood up on the plane, but I didn’t 
move. I prayed, “OK, God, don’t be 
subtle. Push. I need the burning 
bush. Push.” And, there is no other 
way to describe it, He pushed me 
off that plane. That was just one 
instance in which I felt the love of 
God keenly during the experience.

November is National Adop-
tion Month in the U.S. What 

do you want people to know 
about adoption? What can 
they learn from your story?

It’s important that there’s a 
month to celebrate adoption.  
We adoptees are out there.  
There is still a need for children 
to find loving homes—the world 
needs to take note of that.  
This is adoption month, a [good 
time to] bring awareness, start 
conversations, offer help, and 
celebrate adoption.

I highly recommend not find-
ing/searching out your biological 
parents as a teenager. It’s too 
emotional. It’s a roller coaster of 
emotions—and you have to be 
prepared to be rejected again. I was 
rejected and still am rejected by my 
biological father. I have a brother 
and two sisters from my dad’s side 
that don’t even want to know who 
I am. They don’t want any contact. 
In my experience there’s all this 
joy and also the feelings of being 
rejected again.

One more thing: I try hard to not 
say “step” or “half.” Although no one 
means harm, using these qualifi-
ers does put people into different 
categories. Jesus doesn’t put us in 
separate categories. We are all in 
this—with Him we are all equal. We 
are all chosen, we are all loved. So 
let’s be like Jesus.

 Lucille Ball and Chauncey Smith at a hospital fundraiser Smith organized. Smith’s love of the actress led his friend to the first, and most 
important, clue about Smith’s biological family. Chauncey Smith and his biological mom meet for the first time. Marilyn and Church Smith, 
Chauncey Smith’s adoptive parents. All photos courtesy of Chauncey Smith
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We must begin  
by taking a stand  
on our knees.

Despite the profound words written in the Declaration of 
Independence on July 4, 1776, “All men are created equal,” 
85 years later on April 12, 1861, the nation began battling 
against itself over the question of slavery. After this deadli-

est war in the nation’s history, many slaves were free for the first time 
in American history, although the promise of receiving “40 acres [of 
land] and a mule” proved to be a pseudo freedom at best.

After the war’s end on April 9, 1865, Southern states immedi-
ately passed laws called Black Codes, which basically perpetuated 
the system of slavery by restricting freedoms and forcing African 
Americans to work for low wages. Former slaves also faced in-
creased lynching, voter suppression, and denial of education.

Fast-forward to the 1960s, when some of the hurdles that had 
crippled progress among enslaved African Americans continued 
to plague the U.S. through Jim Crow laws, which enforced local 
and state segregation. As a consequence, African Americans ex-
perienced substandard living, mortgage loan inequities, unequal 
pay, and disproportionate health-care coverage.

Many African Americans, including my grandfather, father, 
and three uncles, served valiantly in two world wars, although in 
segregated units. They continued to experience incessant discrim-
ination and segregation back home in various forms relating to 
school systems, public transportation, restrooms, drinking foun-
tains, and many other commercial establishments.

These Days
Sadly, some of these same issues are evident now. George Floyd’s 

death on May 25, 2020, in Minneapolis, Minnesota, is a wake-up call, 
prompting thousands to protest both the present and past horrors 
of injustice and oppression. Though such societal ills have helped 
shape the ideologies of the present, they must not be allowed to 
eclipse the bright future that God has planned for all people.

I challenge men and women of every ethnicity to speak truth to 
power. We must be the voice for those without a voice, and a shield 
for the oppressed and marginalized. Martin Luther King, Jr., wrote 
this from jail in Birmingham, Alabama, on April 16, 1963: “Injustice 
anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere. We are caught in an in-
escapable network of mutuality, tied in a single garment of destiny. 
Whatever affects one directly, affects all indirectly.”

Take a Stand on Our Knees
How can we support the cause of righ-

teousness and justice? First, we must 
begin by taking a stand on our knees. 
Prayer is a mighty difference maker that 
can move mountains, tear down walls, 
and build bridges of hope for the future. 
God is in control and hears the sincere 
prayers of His children. We must then 
demonstrate compassion to all human-
ity as embodied in the two greatest 
commandments (see Matt. 22:37-39).

We must also exercise the right to 
vote as a civic duty; and we must be 
agents of change. This starts with build-
ing strong, sustainable relationships 
with key stakeholders—police depart-
ments, state/local government, and local 
government officials—well in advance of 
crises. Agents of change can be catalysts 
for creating something new and better.

We must advocate for justice. Silence 
has its place, but should be appropriate-
ly complemented by timely messages of 
love, hope, peace, and justice.

Within our nation we must set aside 
political (and other) differences that nat-
urally promote division. If we don’t work 
together, we will 
continue to live in a 
divided nation.

We must dia-
logue in order to 
obtain a better 
understanding of 
the history of pain, 
hurt, and fear that is a result of injus-
tice in America. Attentive and reflective 
listening for all stakeholders will be 
essential to achieving the most favor-
able outcomes.

Through the almighty power of God 
we must commit ourselves to live, love, 
and work together as we prepare to 
enter His glorious kingdom.

Washington Johnson II is an assistant 
director of Adventist Chaplaincy Min-
istries for the North American Division 
and a captain in the U.S. Navy.

A Wake-up Call

BY WASHINGTON JOHNSON II

P E R S P E C T I V E
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A D V E N T I S T  W O R L D  R A D I O  P R E S E N T S

This powerful series is available to watch free of charge and on demand! Unlocking Bible Prophecies 2.0  
includes additional new content you won’t want to miss. Now available in multiple languages, including Spanish. 
Whether you’ve never before cracked open a Bible, or have been 
studying it all your life, you’ll gain new insights from this free 
master class.         awr.org/bible

MASTER CLASS with CAMI OETMAN
Watch
Online

Now!

Let’s Connect!      awr360   |     awr360   |    awr.360   |     awr.org/videos    |    awr.org

   Legally Blind? 
 Available now! 

Discover 
Bible Study Guides

Large Print | Braille

402.488.0981 | info@ChristianRecord.org

Provide services like this and more. 
Donate Now!

The Perfect Holiday Gift
Lasting gifts for your family and friends this season!

Brighten your path to eternity with the popular Amazing Facts NKJV 
Prophecy Study Bibles, where you’ll find encouragement, inspiration, 
and practical direction for your life!

Enhanced with a variety of powerful study helps that make the New 
King James text come alive—comprehensive tools to deepen your 
understanding of Scripture, empower your walk with God, and equip 
you to better serve Him in these troubled times.

Great for personal or group study or for giving Bible studies, these 
engaging Bibles are packed with winning features such as letters of 
Christ in red, a 64-page concordance, center-column references,   
full-color maps, all 27 Amazing Facts Study Guides, and much more! 

The perfect gift for everyone on your list—one that will be treasured 
for years to come!

Giant Print Leather
BK-PSBGPL … $99.98 
Sale $84.95

Navy Leathersoft
BK-PSBNL … $76.95

Genuine Leather
BK-PSBPL … $89.98 
Sale $79.95

Teal Leathersoft
BK-PSBTL … $76.95

Black Leathersoft
BK-PSBDB … $76.95

Brown Leathersoft
BK-PSBSD … $76.95

“YOUR WORD IS A LAMP …”Personalize 
your Bibles for 

just $14.95. 

Amazing Facts Devotionals
Enhance your daily worship time with our 
newest and most popular devotionals!

In the brand-new Amazing Testimonies of Changed Lives devotional, you’ll 
relish incredible stories of people from all backgrounds—across many 
time-periods—whose lives were transformed by the truth and the love 
of God. You’ll embark on an in-depth exploration of the 28 vital truths of 
God’s remnant church in Triumphant Truth. In A Cloud of Witnesses, you’ll 
discover inspiring stories of many of the Bible’s most fascinating characters. 
And the always-popular Moving Mountains shares hundreds of amazing 
facts about our world intertwined with practical Bible truths—providing a 
fun, faith-building devotional experience for each day of the year.
Perfect, lasting gifts for those you love! Order yours today!

Amazing Testimonies of Changed Lives
Leathersoft | BK-CLDD … $19.95
Hardcover | BK-CLDH … $19.95
On sale for only $14.95 when you  
order by December 31. 

Triumphant Truth
Leathersoft | BK-LTDD … $19.95
Hardcover | BK-TTDD … $17.95

800-538-7275 | www.afbookstore.com

A Cloud of Witnesses 
BK-ACOW …  $14.95

Moving Mountains 
BK-MMDD … $14.95

Personalize 
your leathersoft 
devotionals for 

only $15!
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